MacLeod: Necrosis of the Skin husband of a woman who had suffered from herpes simplex for fifteen years; she had an attack once in ten days, during one of which the husband came out with severe herpes zoster. Head's observation of maximal points of incidence in herpes zoster is a valuable differentiation in some cases and is never present in herpes simplex.
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Dr. ADAMSON (in reply): I think we may group herpes under three or four headings-namely: herpes zoster, which is due to a specific micro-organism which attacks the posterior root ganglia and protects against a second attack; arsenical herpes; and herpes (which may be recurrent) due to pressure on a nerve. All these forms are associated with a definite nerve lesion. Herpes recurrens or herpes febrilis, the real cause of which is obscure, belongs to a class apart, and is distinguished by recurrence of the attacks and by the fact that the eruption does not correspond with a unilateral nerve distribution. (February 17, 1916.) Necrosis of the Skin from handling "Composition" (an Explosive).
By J. M. H. MAcLEOD, M.D.
THE patient, a woman, aged 30, a munition worker. has small, painful necrotic lesions on the hands, especially the tips of fingers, which last about a fortnight. She attributes them to handling an explosive composition containing fulminate of mercury, &c. The patient has also a slight iritis from the same cause. Several of the other workers in the same factory are similarly afected.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. G. PERNET: I have had one or two instances in people employed in a similar way; they have come on account of various forms of dermatitis on the fingers and forearms. I will try to bring a case next time.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER: Have these lesions been noticed only in cold weather? One knows how cold weather may intensify the harmful results of irritating antiseptics on the skin (as used, for instance, in the ordinary way for disinfecting the hands). Perforation of the nasal septum has been reported as a result of working with chromates or chromic acid.
Dr. MACLEOD (in reply): The patient has had to handle the highly explosive powder and to work it, with her fingers, into a paste with methylated spirit and press it into a mould. This procedure is probably the cause of the necrosis. (Febr7uary 17, 1916.) Case of Multiple Comedones of Frontal Region in a Boy.
THE patient is a boy, aged 8, with numerous small comedones about the upper part of the forehead, arranged transversely and impinging on the margin of the scalp. They have been present about two and a half months. There is no sign of inflammation or suppuration about the comedones. -The mother has lately been rubbing in brilliantine on account of a dry seborrhcea of the scalp. This, combined with rubbing of the cap, has no doubt given rise to the comedones. Although I have seen a number of children in my clinic, the condition is not a common one in my experience. Radcliffe-Crocker' was apparently the first to call attention to this class of case in infants and young children.
The PRESIDENT: The point of interest is that the lesions do not undergo suppurative action. Such cases are seen here less frequently than formerly, probably. for the reason that they are not uncommon.
Dr. PRINGLE: I think the idea of a brilliantine of sorts being responsible for this eruption is probably right; and he probably has used the same cap with the lining unchanged for a long time, which is a common cause of seborrheeic scalp trouble.
